Molecular biology and cytogenetics of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in children.
Molecular analysis, combined with cytogenetic studies of proto-oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes, has provided insight into the pathogenesis of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. Characterization of these malignancies at the molecular level will aid in developing more sensitive detection methods for earlier and more accurate diagnosis. Thus, genetic rearrangements provide highly specific molecular markers for monitoring malignant cells. Additionally, a more detailed understanding of the precise, molecular steps leading to malignant transformation will facilitate the development of more specific and, perhaps, less toxic therapies.